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Cross of Red

The origin of the Red Cross as the
symbol of mercy is lost in the mists
of history. It is not enough to point
out that it was the insigne of the
Canton of Geneva in Switzerland,
where the Red Cross convention was
signed in 1870. The question of how
that particular emblem first came
to have a Kkindly connotation is
much older than organized sociely
in the neighborhood of beautiful
Lac Leman. Perhaps it is as ancient
as the curse of war itself.

8o confused are the patterns of
human experience that it is difficult
to develop any comprehensive theory
to explain the progress of organized
murder and destruction in parallel
to the advancement of lofty ideals
of co-operation, tolerance and fel-
lowship among men. Yet that is
what has happened. The evolution
of the science of killing has been
accompanied by increasing mastery
of the art of protecting and saving
people from death. It may seem
incredible, but it is true that the
era of turmoil which started in 1914
and still continues has witnessed
both the most ruthless and shame-
less slaughter of humanity that ever
was known in this world and the
most consistent, miraculous and
astonishing prolongation of the av-
erage duration of individual life.

Part of the explanation of this
fact is to be discovered in the work
of the Red Cross. Regard it as a
paradox as one will, it is a matter
of common observation that the
cruelest times are the Kkindest.
Notice, for example, how the con-
ception of the purpose of the Red
Cross has grown with the passing
years: In the beginning, it was in-
tended exclusively for the relief of
those wounded in battle; now it
applies to everybody in distress,
everywhere, under nearly all con-
ceivable conditions. It replaces no
other agency; it is not dependent
upon any government; it represents
no class or creed; it serves no single
nation; it is universal. The ele-
mental logic of mercy dictates its
broad inclusiveness. It is one of
the magnificent realities of human
association. Recognized and ac-
cepted against any sky, the Cross of
Red shines through the darkest
darkness as a promise of the ulti-
mate dawn foretold by the prophets
and the seers all down the ages.

There is an oft-recited fable
about a man who, being in Jerusa-
lem when Christ was there, spent
the rest of his career lamenting
that he had not bothered to see the
Light of the World. It is fair to
speak of the Red Cross in 1944 in
much the same terms. The oppor-
tunity which it affords is like unto
that of the Saviour. To fail to sup-
port it in the prevailing crisis would
be to fail a ‘;acred privilege and
duty.

Worth Investigating

From the standpoint of both im-
plementing our postwar foreign
policy and assuring a long-term
petroleum reserve for our armed
forces, there is much to commend
the pipeline agreement drawn up
recently between the United States
Government and the three Ameri-
can oil companies holding conces-
sions in Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.
At the same time, however, since
the project is completely unprece-
dented for this Nation, since it
would involve a Federal expenditure
of at least $135,000,000, since it
would put our Government into a
limited partnership with private en-
terprise abroad, and since it raises
international questions of great im-
portance, it has several highly de-
batable features well worth the
attention of Congress.

James A. Moffett, former Federal
housing administrator and an oil
.executive, has launched what may
be an extreme attack on the agree-
ment, but the points he has made—
notably the assertion that the pipe-
line would be wasteful and unneces-
sary—cannot be answered merely by
personal ridicule, as Secretary Ickes
has sought to answer them. Mr.
Moffett, after all, is not alone in his
criticism. On the contrary, the Pe-
troleum Industry War Counecil,
representing fifty-five American oil
companies, has just made public a
resolution expressing clear dis-
approval of the project, not only
because the council regards it as a
first step toward Government
ownership but also because the
council feels that such an under-
taking could involve the United
States in international conflicts.
~ Becretary Ickes himself admits

the council’s views represent “an
honest difference of opinion.” In
other words, although he is person-
ally 100 per cent in favor of it, the
pipeline project is not an open-and-
shut case, but is instead one in
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which experts still very seriously
disagree. Accordingly, it would
seem to need “considerably more
study and discussion before being
put into effect, which in turn sug-
gests that it should be made the
subject of a careful and level-headed
congressional investigation, leaving
no essential details in the dark as
far as the general public is con-
cerned.
——————

Clarification Needed

The pace of political developments
in Europe, bringing to the fore prob-
lems demanding expeditious deci-
sions, makes it imperative for the
United States not only to clarify its
own position vis-a-vis Britain and
the Soviet Union, but also to find out
precisely where the Churchill and
Stalin governments stand. Presum-
ably this will be the main purpose
of the visit to be made soon to
London by Undersecretary of State
Stettinius and a staff of American
diplomatic experts.

From the standpoint of principle,
the framework of Allied postwar co-
operation has already been estab-
lished by such documents as the
Atlantic Charter and the declara-
tions of Moscow, Teheran and Cairo.
But agreement upon a principle does
not necessarily lead to agreement
upon the way in which the principle
is to be put into practice. In the
strictly military sphere, there seems
to be no reason for misgiving on this
score, because the joint general
commitments of Britain, Russia and
the United States apparently are
being carried out in specific and
concrete instances pretty much ac-
cording to the original letter and
spirit without any important hitch.
In the political sphere, however,
there are indications that the same
degree of smoothness is lacking and
that differences as to detail and
method will have to be ironed out
if tomorrow’s world is going to be
reordered along the lines formally
proclaimed by the United Nations.

As far as Finland is concerned, for
instance, Britain, which is at war
with the Finns, appears to be in
full agreement with the preliminary
peace terms offered by Russia, but
the United States, which is at peace
with the Finns, has committed itself
only to the extent of urging that
Helsinki continue conversations with
Moscow. Similarly, although Prime
Minister Churchill has sided with
the Stalin government in approving
the Curzon Line formula as the basis
for a settlement of the Polish bor-
der question, no clear-cut American
stand has been taken beyond Secre-
tary Hull's offer to help mediate the
matter. Nor is it clear just what our
position is as regards Italy and
Yugoslavia

These are but a few of the prob-
lems calling for specific agreements
within the broad framework of post-
war principles enunciated by the
Allies. Less immediate but perhaps
even more formidable are the prob-
lems of what is to bé done with Ger-
many, how France is to be recon-
stituted, and how the governments
in exile are to be regarded when
the occupied countries are libétated,
one by one, from the Nazis. Of
course, nothing must be allowed to
interfere with the task of winning
the war as quickly as possible, but
at the same time it must be recog-
nized that if chaos is to be avoided
in Europe, a program must be
worked out now to meet the political
situation that will obtain when the
shooting stops and which exists, in-
deed, even while the shooting
goes on,

In many ways, because they are
bound together by treaty and be-
cause both are geographically close
to the problems, Britain and Russia
seem to be following a firmer and
better defined course than the
United States, even though they do
not always see eye to eye and are
cloudy themselves in respect to
many issues. Accordingly, there is
a real and pressing need for a fresh
exchange of views, both to make our
attitude clear to the British and
Russians and to make theirs clear
to us.

Our Atlantic Victory

It has been clear for some time
that Hitler has lost the battle of
the Atlantic. If proof of this were
necessary, the story of our lease-
lend shipments to Russia would be
sufficient, wholly apart from official
British-American figures on the
decimation of Germany’s once-
deadly U-boat fleet. In 1942, out of
every 100 vessels carrying vital war
cargoes from Britain and the United
States to the Soviet Union, 12 were
sent to the bottom by Nazi bomb-
ers, surface raiders and submarines.
In 1943, only one out of every 100
was thus destroyed.

These figures, justjrevealed by the
Foreign Economic Administration,
are, in their own way, as striking
a measure of the decline of Ger-
man power as anything yet reported
from any battle front. For they con-
stitute conclusive evidence of Hit-
ler’s failure—after an all-out effort
on his part—to sever the ocean sup-
ply lines of the United Nations. This
failure, this defeat, may safely be
regarded as one of the most signifi-
cant and decisive developments in
the war, for it was upon winning in
the Atlantic and thus isolating the
Allies one from the other that the
Nazis had pinned their plans for
victory. They had hoped—and for
a time they seemed almost to be
realizing the hope—to cut off Eng-
land from the United States and
Russia from both, and so to finish
us off one by one.

Exactly how close they came to
achleving this, if it will ever. he
known, will probably not be known
until after the war. As far as Rus-
sia is concerned, however, there is
good reazon to belleve that they
came fairly close to it when they
were sinking more than 10 per cent
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of our Russian-bound ships.
supply line was more dangerous
than the one across the North At-
lantic to Murmansk and Archangel.
For a time, with U-boats, surface
raiders and bombers based in
Northern Norway and Finland, the
Nazis made this sea lane a lane of
death and destruction. But Allied
heroism, the development of the al-
ternate trans-Iranian route into the
Soviet Union, and the perfection of
New British-American antisubma-
rine techpiques finally won out, so
that in 1943 what was once a grave
menace was at last virtually elimi-
nated. In the long view of history,
it may well be established that no
United Nations’ victory was greater
than this or did more to shatter
Hitler's dreams of world conquest.

Stalemate in Italy

Daily fluctuations in the dingdong
struggle going on at the Anzio
beachhead should not make us lose
sight of the larger strategic picture
in Italy. And there is no use blink-
ing the fact that the campaign there
continues to be one of stalemate,
with the initiative in German hands.

The strategic key to the over-all
situation is still ihe transpeninsula
front, some 60 miles south of our
beachhead below Rome. On that
mountainous line, stretching across
the narrowest section of the Italian
peninsula, the strongly-intrenched
Germans have thus far foiled every
Allied effort to break through. But
it was upon an imminent break-
through at Cassino that the Allied
high command predicated its “leap-
frog” descent upon the stretch of
coast which started the Anzio battle.

It cannot be too strongly empha-
sized that this bold maneuver was
never intended to be the major
operation. Absence of port facili-
ties rendered it logistically impos-
sible to make it the base for a large
mechanized army. The idea was to
threaten the German coastal line of
communications and compel a weak-
ening of their Cassino front at the
precise moment when a decisive
stroke was delivered there by the
main Allied army. Those two ground
moves were synchronized with an
intensive aerial offensive at German
communications all the way up the
Italian peninsula to the Alpine
passes, designed to paralyze German
reinforcements and supplies to the
south. .

Strategically the plan was sound,
and the indications are that it came
very near succeeding. But the Ger-
man high command took an even
bolder gamble. It refused to weaken
the Cassino front, and managed to
bring up troops and equipment
enough to pin our Anzio forces to a
narrow beachhead, within range of
their artillery emplaced on domi-
nating hills. From those vantage
points the Germans have launched
a series—of attacks which, though

No:

they have failed to drive us into the |
sea, have kept us strictly on the

defensiyve, with-heavy losses not only
in ground casualties but also in
shipping and landing craft. This
unfavorable situation has now lasted
for six weeks, while the Cassino front
continued deadlocked. The stale-
mate thus persists.

One of our chief handicaps has
been bad weather. Perhaps when
the skies clear in the normally fair
Italian spring, this will make a de-
cisive difference. If not, large re-
inforcements for our armies in Italy
may be necessary to gain a local
decision. But this might entail un-
fortunate diversions of troops and,
even more, of shipping and landing
craft, from the impending “second
front” in Western Europe. Mean-
while Germany appears to be reap-
ing political and psychological gains
from the transaction which prob-
ably outweigh the incidental losses
in men and materiel.

e ——— R —

The Italian Fleel'

There is probably more than meets
the eye in the seemingly casual
announcement by the President that
there is to be a three-way division
of the Italian fleet, with Britain,
Russia and the United States re-
ceiving approximately equal shares.

It is obvious that the President’s
announcement was received with
surprise in London, and in stories
emanating from the British capital
there has been some speculation as
to possible adverse effects of the
disclosure. For one thing, it is
pointed out that most of the serv-
iceable units of the Italian fleet
that fell into Allied hands are now
operating in the Mediterranean. A
number are manned by Italian
crews and some have Italian officers
under British supervision. They
have been doing effective convoy
and patrol work, enabling the Brit-
ish to release some of their own
ships for other duties. It seems not
improbable, however, that the Presi-
dent's announceément, coming at this
time, will have an adverse effect on
their morale, particularly the sug-
gestion that some of the units will
be turned over to Russia. Some
question also has been raised as to
the reaction of the French, the
Yugoslavs and the Greeks, all of
whom have lost heavily in the Med-
iterranean and who are reported
to have been eyeing the Italian fleet
as a possible source of compensa-
tion.

At this time, however, there seems
more reason to be concerned with
the use to which the Italian warships
will be put than with the reactions
of those who may#be disappointed
by the announcement. - Mr. Roose-
velt said that it is the intention to
run everything that floats for the
benefit of the war. Just how the
Italian ships or their equivalent, in
Russian hands, will be fitted into
this declarauon is not readily ap-
parent to the layman, but it does
follow from this that it cannot.or
will not be done. - -

»
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WarMayProvide

Lesson for Axis

By W. H. Harrison.

It is one thing to inflict & military
defeat upon an enemy and quite another
thing to make him change his mind—
to convince him that all his old beliefs
are wrong, to convert him to a new po-
litical philosophy, to transform his
whole pattern of intellectual behavior,
Sooner or later, Germany and Japan
are going to be forced to lay down their
arms, but in doing that they will not
automatically be casting off the type of
thinking that has set them apart from
the rest of the world as states uniquely
fond of blood and iron and queerly dis-
posed to regard themselves as communi-
ties of supermen.

Some time ago, in recognition of this
phase of the coming peace problem, Vice
President Wallace declared that the
United Nations would have to subject
Germany and Japan to a program of
“psychological disarmament” designed to
get the poison out of their educational

.systems and to teach them that chronic

pugnacity, the love of might for might's
sake and the master-race complex do
not pay. Bimilarly, at a recent confer-
ence of the American Assoclation of
School Administrators, Dr. Alexander J.
Stoddard of Philadelphia called for the
strictest intermational control over all
education in both countries, asserting
that every Axis pedagogue should be re-
moved and “forever barred from teach-
ing again” and that the schools them-
selves should be closed, if necessary, un-
til trustworthy new teachers can be
found. The main objective, in his opin-
ion, is to see to it that German and
Japanese children do not have their
minds twisted once more as in the years
before and during the present war,

* % % %

What Mr, Wallace and Dr. Stoddard
propose, however, is much more easily
saild than done., For although great
numbers of Germans and Japanese have
been unaffected by it directly, the poisan
runs very deep among the most literate
and influential groups in both countries,
Moreover, it is not something that began
flowing only with the advent of Hitler
and the rise of the Toklo warlords. In
the case of Japan, the mind-twisting
had its inception centuries ago, growing
out of religious concepts establishing the
Land of the Rising Sun as a land of
gods and demigods destined to rule the
earth. In the case of Germany, the
basic Nazi viewpoints were articulated
generations before the coming of the
Fuehrer by philosophers of great but
perverted genius—the German nihilists
who rebellell against Christian princi-
ples, scoffed at abstract standards of
justice and apotheosized naked power as
the sole measure of what is good or
right.

As one who is well acquainted with
this subject, C. J. Hambro, head of the
last Norwegian Parliament and former
president of the League of Nations As-
sembly, has written that German
thought and German action since 1870
have been largely motivated by “the
Fichte-Hegel-Nietzsche concept of the
German mission, of a state with a divine
right to demand everything from indi-
viduals, of the blond German superman
who has been called upon to rule the
world." Decades before the ascendancy
of Hitler this concept was being ham-
mered into young, impressionable heads

. by thousands of schoolmasters through-

out Germany; the idea, the evil seed,
thus already was sown by the time the
Nazis came slong. They had merely to
cultivate it to make it blossom grue-
somely into aggression and war.

X ¥ % %

Fichte, for instance, died in 1814, but
long before then he had precursed the
Fueher, “Promise peace,” he said, “that
thou mayest begin war with advantage.
* ¢ * The people metaphysically pre-

| destined have the moral right to fulfill

their destiny by means of cunning and
force. * * * Between states there is nei-
ther law nor right unless it be the right
of the strongest.” And Nietzsche, who
thought of christianity as something
“seductive, intoxicating, defiling and
corrupting” and who preached a way of
life beyond good or evil, left behind him
this counsel for Hitler: “Ye have heard
men say, ‘Blessed be the peacemakers’;
but I say unto you: Blessed are the war-
makers, for they shall be called, if not
the children of Jahwe, the children of
QOdin, who is greater than Jahwe.”

Later, echoing his masters, Bernhardi
wrote: “War is a biological necessity
* * * a moral obligation * * * an indis-
pensable factor in civilization, * * =
‘World power or downfall' will be our
rallying cry. * * * We Germans have a
duty to perform. * * * We, like the Jap-
anese, can only fulfill it by the sword.”
And from other sources, before and since
Hitler's rise to power, the youth of Ger-
many has been indoctrinated with such
thoughts as this: “People must learn
to realize that he who cannot be a Ger-
man is a pariah.,” And this: “Must
civilization build its temples upon moun=-
tains of dead, oceans of tears, the death
rattles of the dying? Yes, it must! If a
people has the right to domination, its
power of conquest constitutes the high-
est law.” And so on, ad nauseam.

Blood-and-iron thinking of much the
same sort—but without the touch of
warped genius characterizing such Ger-
man philosophy as that of Nietzsche—
has likewise exercised a profound in-
fluence in Japan, and it has done so for
2 much longer time than in Germany,
£0 that to re-educate the Nipponese, to
get the poison out of their system, will
probably be even more difficult than in
the case of the Germans. Americans
may find it hard to imagine the degree
to which both countries have been sus-
ceptible to the doctrine of violence, but
there are few students of the subject
who are not agreed that the two have
made that doctrine a key part of their
historic national policies. This does
not mean that all the Germans and all
the Nipponese are congenital fire-
eaters, but it does mean that they have
seemed pecullarly prone, by and large,
to follow those who glorify the uses of
the sword and preach mystically of pre-
destined racial rights to dominate the
world.

When peace comes, therefore, the
question will still remain whether the
beaten enemy has been mentally dis-
armed as well as disarmed physically.
Certainly an effort will have to be made
to this end, but it is doubtful, as some
American educators have pointed out,
that a control program like that sug-
gested by Dr. Stoddard could be made
to work even if it were clearly desirable.
For wholly apart from the fact that
nothing could more effectively embitter
s nation than a severe outside super-

vision of ita schools, the mere mechanics

required to operate such a plan would
be & problem of the first erder. Besides,

.

- Time for an Upward Look
By the Rev. L. Ralph Tabor, D. D.,
Pastor of Luther Place Memorial Church.

A number of years ago statisticians
estimated that there were approxi-
mately 600,000,000 Christians on this
planet. '~ Immediately a popular
Journalist remarked caustically that
if indeed this were s0 he wondered
where in the world they lived. Per-
haps the fact that relatively few of
the many millions frequently look
upward toward their God in length-
‘ened periods of adoration and wor-
ship accounts, at least in part, for
this critie’s difficulty.

When we are so preoccupled with
the pursuit of daily labor, money and
pleasure that we give, perhaps as a
maximum, five minutes of our waking
hours each day prayer and
thoughts of God, it is no wonder, as a
modern writer suggests, that business
seems two hundred times more real
than God. The ‘right use of the
Lententide, indeed, can make vital
and relevant the sense of God's
presence,

K K %

Christendom looks many ways dur=-
ing Lent: Backward, to contemplate
the events of the Passion of Jesus
Christ; inward, to stir the conscierice
with an awareness of personal fail-
ings; around, to acknowledge the
present needs of humanity and the
challenge of tasks yet to come; up-
ward, to share the ancient urge
toward worship and knowing that
God ever is revealing His presence.
Yes, Christendom looks upward, for
the remembered Christ “has pressed
on before our race”’; He is found in
the upward look. As in the midst of
back-breaking physical labor an up-
ward look brings relief and fresh
vigor, s0 the crowded life of be-
wildered humanity finds a spiritual

lift in the upward look of Lenten-
tide.

The gift of the upward look is de-
scribed many times in the Holy Scrip-
tures. There was that disheartened
servant of the prophet, ready only for
utter defeat, until an upward look
brought him the knowledge that more
real than the mountains which hem-
med in his valley of despondency were
the hosts of the Lord. There was a

woman weeping in a garden at the
dawn of day; when she dared to look
up by the sepuilcher, ‘that woman
found the very Presence for which
she had mourned. St. Paul had a
way of saying that he never could
lose heart, for he kept his eyes on
“what is eternal.”
L
There is a kind of selfish necessity,
too, for the upward look. An ancient
story tells that the great matheme-
tician Archimedes was so engrossed
in his problems that he did not know
the nearness of an invader until the
shadow of his spear fell across his
work. To be bound up in oneself
may lead to the bitterest personal
disaster. Even a tragic destiny can
be endured by the power of an up-
ward look. Early Christians con-
demned to the mines of Numidia were
forced to be oarsmen in the galleys
bearing them to their fate; over the
desert, like a flaming furnace beneath
the relentless African sun, they stag-
gered on their way; into the stifling
tunnels they went—dark passages
from which there was no escape.
But they left for later centuries a
record of their undying hope, the gift
of an upward look, as on the tunnel
walls they carved the symbols of thelr
faith and the one word: “Vita”—
Life! In an upward look may be
the power to become one’s best at
life’s worst.
It is the upward look that generates
8 greater power to work together
in life. The upward look toward the
conductor makes possible the har-
monies of a symphony orchestra, the
magnificent teamwork from a diver-
sity of instruments, talents and per-
sonalities. Out of the upward look
is the hope of humanity, for to
worship the same God is to recognize
the possibility of the healing of the
world’s hurt—together. That is the
revelation of the Epistle of Diognetus,
telling of Christians in the 2d cen-
tury, “they hold the world together.”
This Lententide is time for an up-
ward look, that ours may be the ob-
ligation to live together and work
together and hope together and build
together.

Fifty Years Ago

Fifty vears ago a new Commissioner
for the District was confirmed by the
Senate, after hav=

New Commissioner ing been appoint-
ed by the Presi-

Takes Over
dent, just as he

left for a trip. As printed in The Star
of March 5, 1894: “The nomination of
Colonel George Truesdell to be Commis-
sloner of the District was confirmed by
the Senate this afternoon. Colonel
Truesdell will enter upon his duties as
soon as he can qualify.” The confirma-
tion was a foregone conclusion, as the
colonel's background and experience
were ideal for the position. He suce
ceeded Myron M. Parker,
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President Cleveland was back In town
after a cruise down the Chesapeake Bay
to North Carolina wa-

The President  ters. Said The Star of
Returns March 6, 1894: “The

presidential* “‘gunning:

party returned to the city at 1:35 this

afternoon. The lighthouse tender Vio-'

let, which has of late blossomed into
such distinction as an sdministration
favorite, was sighted off Indian Head
at 11 o'clock this forenoon. The News
that she was passing the proving
grounds was electrically heraided to the
world.” The first part of the trip had
been rough, but most of it was in mild

weather, weather too mild, it was said, |
began months before the Nazis attacked

for one purpoce of the trip, hunting wild
ducks. Other game, principally snipe,
were obtained. Highly dubious praise
was given to the President's prowess,
One observer said that he “shot well for
2 man who had had no more experience
than he had,” while another said diplo-
matically that the President was “a fine
shot if the game would only stand still
long enough.”
* ¥ ¥ %

“Will Man Ever Fly?” inquired The
Star of March 3, 1804. An unindentified
scientist, in answer to a
Speculation  Star writer who put that
: question, said: “I myself
On thht am disposed to answer in
the afirmative, Man is a wonderful ani-
mal. Until he has accomplished this
ambition he will never rest content.***®
There is no doubt in the minds of ad-
vanced thinkers on this subject that
man must imitate the birds. He will
never get very far toward the solution
of the problem by the use of balloons.
It is evident that man must imitate the
large soaring birds, which have mod-
erate strength in proportion to their
size.” The notion of flying with an
engine does not seem to have occurred
to this particular scientist, and he sug-
gested a top speed for flying man of 30
miles per hour.
* %k Xk %
The Star of March 3, 1804, carried a
long account of the preparations for the

forthcoming Walter
Artic Wellman Arctic expedi=
Expedil‘ion tion. He expected to

penetrate the polar re-
glons and perhaps actually reach the
Pole itself, but the best he could do was
to reach latitude 81 degrees, on a longi-
tude east of Spitzbergen.

* k k %

A dispatch from Annapolis, printed in
The Star of March 5, 1894, said: “The
i 3 celebration today in
Bicentennial 1,10 of the two hun-
dredth anniversary of the removal of
the capital of Maryland from Saint
Mary's to Annapolis will color current
literature. * * * Plainer than ever will
be brought before the public the leader-
ship of the Maryland colony.”

pernicicus as it has been, the influence
of the more violent German philoso-
phers, for example, cannot be destroyed
by ukase or consumed in the flames of
a vast book-burning project.

Perhaps, when all is sald and done,
the re-education of the Germans and
Japanese will best be effected by what
is happening now—by the demonstra-
tion that their resort to violence has
brought even greater violence upon
their heads and that if they are super-
men, then the world is full of super-
supermen who are beating them to their
knees. In this way, their master-race
complex and their love of might for
might’s sake may be made to disappear.
And that development, together with
wise peace policles on the part of the
victors, may one day make them fit to
live as trusted members of the family
of ‘eivilived nations,

§
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Capital Sidelights

By Will P. Kennedy.

The record of Capt. Richard I. Bong,
who has been decorated 18 times, is
brought to the attention of Congress by
Representative Karl Stefan of Nebraska,
reciting the fact that Bong and 682
other pilots have been awarded a total
of 950 decorations, after receiving their
first training in Civil Aeronautics Ad-
ministration contract schools. They
have been decorated for bravery and
conspicuous gallantry in action. Pive
of them have received the Congressional
Medal of Honor, the highest award this
Nation bestows.

Capt. Bong had his preliminary train-
ing at Buperior State Teachers’ College,
Wisconsin. Another member of the
group has been decorated nine times
and others seven times. More than 40
have been decorated at least three
times each—quite a patriotic achieve-
ment for youngsters just out of school!
- In  addition to the Congressional
Medals of Honor, given to five, 10 have
received the Distinguished- 8ervice
Cross, 32 the Purple Heart, 51 the Navy

| Cross and 125 the Silver Star.

Representative Stefan, himself a for-
mer serviceman, declares that air
power is the key to victory, not only
until victory comes in this global war,
but to our national security and pros-
perity in the future.

“The training of these heroic airmen

Poland. They were ready to be taught
the tricks of fighting in the air. The
pilots in the “grasshopper squadrons,”
Mr. Stefan explains, have made amaz-
ing contributions to the war and have
helped largely to build up our air
power. “All this has been done by an
agency set up to promote peacetime
commerce of the skies,” he says. “It is
a perfect example of how our demo-
cratic system works at its best.”
* % % %

The briefest “inaugural address” ever
given by any of our 31 Presidents, cov-
ering a period of quadrennial inaugurals
for 155 years, was the second by George
Washington, March 4, 1793, which con-
sisted of only 135 words, taking less than
two minutes to read. His first inaugural
address, April 30, 1789, in Federal Hall,
New York City, contained some 2,000
words,
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The “lost” statue of James Monroe is
at Ash Lawn, Va., where he spent 26
years of his life. Unveiled April 28,
1931, the 173d anniversary of his birth,
it is the first statue of Monroe, re-
sponsible author of the Monroe Doc-
trine, fifth President, a soldier wounded
at the Battle of Trenton, four times a
foreign Minister of the United States,
to be erected in his native State, and
the largest figure of any statue in the
State.

The titanic efligy is 11 feet high, carved
from a solid block of marble more than
45 years ago for Venezuela. The figure
weighs three tons and was cut by Atillio
Piccirilli, New York sculptor, on order
of President Crespo of Venezuela, fol-
lowing a controvery between England
and the Latin American republic, in
which President Cleveland intervened
under the Monroe Doctrine, President
Crespo planned to place the statue in
front of the Capitol at Caracas, but be-
fore it could be shipped a revolution
resulted in the overthrow of the govern-
ment and Crespo died in jail.

* % %k %

One of the most “human” and “whole-
some” of George Washington's preserved
writings is a letter of advice to his niece,
Harriet Washington, dated Philadelphia,
October 30, 1791. Some 12 years ago, at
the time of the Washington Bicenten-
nial Celebration, Senator S8imeon D.
Fess, vice president of the commission
for the celebration, who for many years
had been a close student of the writ-
ings of the first President, called at-
tention to this letter. He said: “I wish
that every young woman in our fair land
would read it. It is full of excellent ad-
vice, and has a present-day appeal’—
perhaps more significant today than
then.
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The first submarine was used in the
American Revolution. It figured in an
attempt to blow up Admiral Howe's flag-
ship, the Eagle, anchored off the shore
of Governors liland A young Connec-
ticut mechanie, David Bushnell, had in-
vénted what he called & “marine turtle.”
I was claimed that a daring man
could move underwater, fasten the

Heavy Taxation
To Continue

By Owen L. Scott.

The individual now making out
final return on 1043 income

its mind that the
high enough.
of the story. The other part concerns
the taxes that individuals still will have
to pay when the war ends. If taxpayers
find it good news to learn that taxes are
at, or very near their top, they at the

time taxes can be expected in the years
that will follow the war.

The reason is that it is going to cost
far more money to operate this Govern-
ment after the war than it did before,
Where the cost was $9,000,000,000 in
1939, having risen from $4,000,000,000
in pre-New Deal days, it will be
near $20,000,000,000 after the war, even
if there are no unusual outlays for relief
or public works.

Bad tax news for the individual of
mode or high income stems from the
fact that it will be necessary to lower
sharply or to remove the wartime tax
on excess profits of corporations. Indus-
try will have to be permitted to earn
money, if it is to do the things that will
need to be done. At the same time there
will be some reduction in excizse taxes
imposed in wartime to discourage con-
sumption of goods and sexvices. It is
very probable, too, that the wartime
Victory tax will be removed to assure
that lower incomes are fully available
for spending.

All of that adds up to the fact that,
if the Federal Government's finances
ever are to be put in shape, individuals
with moderate and large incomes will
need to go on paying taxes as high as
at present for many years after the war.
Either that will be true or a Government
debt that will amount to about $250,-
000,000,000 after the war, will go on
rising to an even more fantastic level.
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The whys and wherefores of this
somewhat discouraging outlook are be-
coming quite clear.

Right away, in postwar, it will be nec-
essary to find $5,000,000,000 a year just
to meet the interest charges on the debt
that will exist. This is more money than
the entire Federal Government cost in
the years before 1933, Then there will
be various aids to veterans, already
promised or proposed, plus expanding
commitments under the Social Security
Bystem, that will involve another $5,000,=
000,000 a year, or an amount approache
ing that sum.

It is doubtful if this country will go
back to a 150,000-man Army and air
force or that it will scrap its Navy
when the war is ended. If a military
establishment of even modest size 1s
maintained in postwar years, the cose
will be no less than $6,000,000,000 &
year. On top of that there are prom-
ises of various supports for agriculture
that will cost & minimum of $13250,-
000,000 & year, If the Government car=
ries on no more than its normal pre-
war volume of public works of various
kinds there will be another $1,250,000,-
000 in expenditure. In addition, it
costs about $1,000,000,000 & year to run
the regular departments of government.

That suggests an annual cash outgo
from the Government of about $19,500,~
000,000 a year after the war has ended
and adjustment has been made back
to peace. In this figure is no provision
for a “shelf” of public works of the
kind that even the most conservative
officials suggest. Neither is there pro-
vision for a revived WPA or any other
Government enterprise directed at giv-
ing relief or providing work for those
who may not be able to find jobs.
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Several conclusions are impressed
upon officlals who now are studying
this situation.

One of the conclusions is that any
large-scale postwar saving will have to
be at the expense of the military estab-
lishment and at the expense of the
veterans of this war. The tendency,
instead, is likely to be toward liberality,

A second conclusion is that if Govern-
ment costs are to remain so high the
country cannot afford another severs
depression designed to bring corrections
by deflating incomes and prices. In
one way or another the level of national
income will have to be kept high, so
that there will be plenty of income to
tax.

Another conclusion is that if income
is to be generated industry must be
active. For industry to be active there
will need to be encouragement to pol-
icies of expansion both in the domestio®
fleld and abroad. This means that tax
policies must be designed to stimulate
venturing, rather than to discourage
venturing.

But, if industry is to get some tax
relief, then individuals can expect littls
relief. The prevailing theory is that
it will be necessary to relieve low in-
comes from taxation because it is from
the mass of these incomes that the
demand must come to absorb the im-
mense volume of goods that industry
can turn out. It is against the middle
and higher incomes, from which most
saving flows, that the high taxes will
be levied. The tendency is to level
incomes up from the bottom and down
from the top* on the theory that too
much saving is a bad thing.

All of this means that the high taxes
now being paid by individuals are nos
likely to be limited to wartime, They
probably are here to stay.

-_—
“marine turtie” to the bottom of a ship,
after fixing the clockwork to give ample
time for the manipulator to escape.
Ezra Lee, a daring patriot, was se-
lected for the venture. At midnight he
left the dock at the foot of Whitehall,
where Washington and several of his
officers had gathered. They walted
through the night with little hope tha$
Lee would be successful or ever return,
In the gray dawn they were surprised
to see a column of water spout near the
dim outline of the Eagle. While there
was great commotion on the flagship
and the nearby shore, it quickly was
evident that little or no serious damage
was done. Just as Washington was
about to leave the dock, despairing of
Lee’s return, the young man was seen
swimming in the water. It was ex-
pained that the bottom of the Eagls
was covered with copper and Lee could
find no place to fasten the “turtle.” Lee's
spirit appealed to Washington so
strongly that he made him one of his
most trusted scouts, and he later had
an active part in the battles of Trenton,

Brandywine and4 Monmer**
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